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2 of 2 review helpful Complex and sometimes overly contemplative but ultimately sharply insightful By Ken Russell 
Fascinating detail that illuminates a transition from a collection of Colonies never so much governed as exploited to 
citizens in recognition of common ideals as well as needs Robert Middlekauff may have occasionally lost the 
immediacy of the flow of battle descriptions through a persistent examination of This outstanding narrative history the 
first volume to appear in the Oxford History of the United States offers an intimate view of the development of the 
Revolutionary War the battle between the colonies and the motherland and the establishment of the American republic 
Beginning with the Treaty of Paris in 1763 and continuing to the election of George Washington as the first president 
Robert Middlekauff charts the growing conflict between England and America and p com Many histories of the 
American Revolution are written as if on stained glass with George Washington s forces of good battling King George 
III s redcoat devils The actual events were of course far more complex than that and Robert Middlekauff undertak 
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one of the legacies of the continental congress was the convening of the federal convention of 1787 six years after the 
ratification of the articles of confederation 
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