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insightful book reviewing the premise that chance operating during the fetal development of an organism has a 
significant influence on all future physiological events during the postnatal life of the organism These intrinsic 
developmental variations lead to seemingly subtle and until now thought to be insig In Chance Development and 
Aging two leading biological gerontologists review and evaluate all of the available data to elucidate the respective 
roles played by genes and chance developmental events in determining the course of aging in individuals The 
combination of genetic and external environmental influences provides only an incomplete answer Inbred laboratory 
animals for example exhibit a wide range of life spans despite having nearly identical genes Why do the lifespans and 
outcomes of aging in inbred and well cared for laboratory populations of nematodes fruit flies and mice vary so much 
among individuals And why are the variations in lifespans of these animals at least as great as that between hum 
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