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and his dedication to researching his family This book does highlight the limitations of genetic testing and it sa
graphic lesson in learning to understand what it can and can t do before you invest too much hopeinit | also have his
previous book Slavesin the Family where he describes The Genetic Strand is the story of awriter sinvestigation using
DNA science into the tale of hisfamily s origins National Book Award winner Edward Ball has turned his probing
gaze on the microcosm of the human genome and not just any human genome that of his slave holding ancestors What
isthe legacy of such afamily history and can DNA say something about it In 2000 after a decade in New Y ork City
Ball bought a house in Charleston South From Publishers Weekly Some locks of hair found in the secret compartment
of afamily heirloom was the catalyst for Ball a National Book Award winner for Slaves in the Family to embark on a
genetic family history He became animated with the thought tha
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