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0 of 0 review helpful Shining an important hopefully healing light on Vermont history By The Old Professor With our 
Town Meeting Day coming up soon I am sure we will see the often used images of men in red and black plaid shirts 
and women knitting in the audience or vice versa They exemplify a projected image of inherent Vermont virtue It is 
time we get beyond that rather mythologized and errant view of Vermont lif Eugenics the study of human racial 
progress through selective breeding frequently invokes images of social engineering virulent racism immigrant 
persecution and Nazi genocide but Vermont s little known adventure in eugenics shows the inherent adaptability of 
eugenics theory and methods to parochial social justice Beginning with genealogies of Vermont s rural poor in the 
1920s and concluding in the 1930s with an expos eacute of ethnic prejudice in Vermont s l ldquo Those involved 
today in genetic engineering mdash designed to eliminate genes that produce certain diseases mdash might do well to 
consider the eugenics experience that occupied many Vermonters and others in the 1920s and early 1930s The 
movement 
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